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Soccer Handbook

In order to participate in extracurricular/co-curricular activities or athletic programs, students
must adhere to school board policies, school-based criteria, and applicable law. A student may
not be eligible to participate in extracurricular/co-curricular activities for certain disciplinary
offenses. It is important for students to understand that the behavioral expectations placed upon
them by the school can extend beyond the classroom and school campus. Pursuant to Florida
law, the school board has the authority to withhold participation privileges from students. In
addition, schools reserve the right to remove any student for any offense of the Code of Student
Conduct which substantially disrupts the school or community.

A student may not participate in any extracurricular/co-curricular activity if the student
participated in that same sport at another school during the same school year unless the student
has been relocated due to foster care placement, experienced the death of a parent or guardian, or
been impacted by military orders or court-ordered changes in custody. A student’s eligibility to
participate in extracurricular/co-curricular activities may not be affected by recruiting allegations
until a final determination has been reached.

The Juvenile Justice System has committed to working in conjunction with school officials
toward maintaining standards of behavior for all students, including those who participate in
extracurricular/co-curricular activities. With this in mind, any student who has been formally
charged with a felony or similar offense by a prosecuting attorney shall be excluded from
participation in extracurricular/cocurricular activities for a minimum of one calendar year. If the
student is not found guilty or if the charges are dismissed, the student may return upon
presenting documentation of the court’s decision. Additionally, a student is ineligible to
participate in extracurricular/co-curricular activities if a court order prohibits the student’s
enrollment in a traditional school setting.

Any student who has committed a Level III hazing offense shall be excluded from participation
in extracurricular/co-curricular activities and athletics for a minimum of one calendar year. Any
student who has committed a Level IV hazing offense shall be excluded from participation in
extracurricular/co-curricular activities and athletics for the remainder of their enrollment at
OCPS.

Nothing in this section taken from the 2021-2022 OCPS Code of Student Conduct shall preclude
the exercising of any existing authority of the Superintendent/designee or the Juvenile Justice
System. Additional information pertaining to extracurricular/co-curricular activities can be found
in the School Board of Orange County, Florida, Policy JJ titled “Extracurricular Activities.”



Horizon West Middle School

Soccer Handbook

RESIDENCE: Any student assigned by the School Board of Orange County to a school attendance
area is eligible to represent the school in all middle school activities provided the athlete meets
all other eligibility requirements. If a parent, guardian or student falsifies a signature and/or any
residential information, the student athlete will be declared ineligible from athletic activity for
one full calendar year from disclosure date. Non-Traditional students may play only for their
home zoned school.

AGE: A middle school student may participate in interscholastic athletic competition until
reaching the age of 15 years on or before September 1. Upon reaching the age of 15 years on or
before September 1, the student shall be ineligible for further participation in interscholastic
athletic competition. All appeals should be directed to the Director of Athletics and Activities in
OCPS. A student may participate for a maximum of three years as a middle school student.

SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS: To be eligible for activity participation, a student must meet the
following “Policy-Rules Bylaws” of The School Board of Orange County.
a. Eligibility requirements for sixth grade students interested in participating in middle school
activities will be waived until the completion of the first marking period. Once the first marking
period is completed and grades are indicated, they must meet the eligibility requirements as
indicated.
b. A student must have a cumulative 2.0 GPA in order to participate.
c. Students who are failing and/or not putting forth appropriate academic effort may be
prohibited from participating in interscholastic athletics.

DISCIPLINE: While it is our sincere hope that no athlete is referred to our administration for
disciplinary action, Horizon West Middle School has adopted the following discipline procedures
for our athletic program. These procedures are in effect for each sport season. At the conclusion
of the season, a suspended athlete will be allowed to participate in the next sport, provided
they follow the discipline procedures during that season.  Discipline may also be decided by a
committee that may include the head coach of the sport, athletic director, assistant principal,
and principal of the school. The following steps will be taken for referrals:

1. Contact from a teacher regarding behavior – Coach counsels student
2. Level 2 referral – Athlete is suspended for one half of the next game
3. Second Level 2 referral – Athlete is suspended for a full game.
4. Level 3 referral – Athlete is suspended from the team for one week which
includes practices.
5. Second Level 3 or Level 4 referral – Athlete is removed from the team.



Horizon West Middle School

Soccer Handbook

ADMISSION TO GAMES:

1. Horizon West Middle School will be charging admission to all games.  The charges are as

follows: Adults $3.00; Students $2.00; Ages 10 and under are free.  If you are an employee of

OCPS, you are admitted free; however, the rest of your family will have to pay, unless you are a

Horizon West Middle School employee or an employee of the visiting team, then your family is

also free.  A valid school ID is required.

2. Admission to away games is at the discretion of the host school.  Please be prepared to pay at

away games.

UNIFORMS:

1.  Each athlete will be issued a jersey and a pair of shorts.  All uniforms will be inspected before
being disbursed to athletes. In the event a uniform is returned in an unsatisfactory manner, the
parent/guardian is responsible for replacing the specific piece that is damaged.  The cost to
replace each piece is as follows: Shirt - $30.00; Shorts - $20.00.

2. Parents are responsible for providing shin guards, solid black knee socks, and soccer cleats.
These items will only be used by your child and will not be shared for any reason.

TRANSPORTATION:

All athletes must travel to away games on the provided OCPS school bus.  After the conclusion

of each game, parents may check out their child with the appropriate coach.  A sign-out sheet

will be used for this process. There are no exceptions. All athletes will be provided

transportation back to Horizon West Middle School if a parent decides not to attend the game.

Parents should be at the school when the bus returns to Horizon West Middle School.

PICK-UP TIMES:

1. Home games -

a. Mondays - no later than 7:15

b. Wednesdays - no later than 7:00

2. Practices – TBD

3. Please adhere to the above times with respect to the coaches.
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ATTENDANCE POLICY:

If your child is going to miss a game or practice, please inform the coach as soon as possible.
This is just a professional courtesy to allow coaches to prepare for games and practices well
ahead of time. Coaches should be emailed with the specific date your child will be absent. In
addition, please provide your name and a contact number in your email. If you miss school
(unless for school approved activity) you cannot participate in school activities (practice or
game).

CANCELLED AND/OR DELAYED GAMES

In the event a game  gets cancelled  or delayed, the HWMS athletic department will relay the
information to our front office and information will be shared through our official HWMS social
media outlets.

COURT, BUS, LOCKER AND BENCH PROCEDURES

As a team you are required to keep the field, bus, locker room and bench area in perfect
condition. In addition, practices are closed to parents and other interested adults. OCPS has a
policy regarding coaching athletes and will be strictly enforced.

CONDUCT/RESPECT

You are expected to conduct yourself in a first-class manner at all times. All actions on the field
are a reflection of yourself, your family, your team, your coaches and your school. You are
required to treat coaches, teammates, officials and fans with respect. “Treat others the way you
would like to be treated.” The expectation is that all players will treat each other, their coaches,
officials, etc. with respect. Players are expected to follow the direction of their coach and team
captains. Altercations and disagreements amongst teammates will not be tolerated.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Students utilizing social media to threaten, intimidate, harass or entice other students, coaches
or administration, at Horizon West Middle School or any school, may be subject to immediate
disciplinary action up to, and including, dismissal from a  team by the Head Coach, Principal,
and/or Athletic Director. Furthermore, students utilizing social media to post images depicting
the use of alcohol, drugs, or suggestive behavior that is not deemed conducive to the image
expected of a student-athlete/team manager, may be subject to immediate disciplinary action
up to, and including, dismissal from a  team by the Head Coach, Principal, and/or Athletic
Director.
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OPEN DOOR POLICY

If you have any questions, comments, or problems feel free to discuss them with your coaches.
As a member of a team it is important that you realize that your personal choices affect other
members of the team.

PARENT/COACH RELATIONSHIP:

Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations.  By establishing an understanding

of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide greater

benefit to children.  As parents, when your children become involved in our program, you have

a right to understand what expectations are placed on your child.  This begins with clear

communication from the coach of your child’s program.

COMMUNICATION YOU SHOULD EXPECT
FROM  YOUR CHILD’S COACH:
1.      Philosophy of the coach.
2.      Expectations the coach has for your
child as well as the players on the squad.
3.      Locations and times of all practices and
contests.
4.      Team requirements, i.e., fees, special
equipment, off-season conditioning.
5.      Procedure should your child be injured
during participation.
6.      Discipline that may result in the denial
of your child’s participation.

COMMUNICATION COACHES EXPECT FROM
PARENTS:
1.      Concerns expressed directly to the
coach.
2.      Notification of any schedule conflicts
well in advance.
3.      Specific concern in regard to a coach’s
philosophy and/or expectations.
4.      Medical or physical limitations of your
child.

As your children become involved in the athletic programs they will experience some of the

most rewarding moments of their lives.  It is important to understand that there may also be

times when things do not go the way you or your child wishes.  At these times discussion with

the coach is encouraged.
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APPROPRIATE CONCERNS TO DISCUSS WITH
COACHES:
1.      The treatment of your child, mentally
and   physically.
2.      Ways to help your child improve.
3.      Concerns about your child’s behavior.

ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH
COACHES:
1.      Playing time.
2.      Team strategy.
3.      Play calling.
4.      Other student-athletes.

It is very difficult to accept your child not playing as much as you may hope.  Coaches are

professionals.  They make judgment decisions based on what they believe to be best for all

students involved.  As you have seen from the list above, certain things can be and should be

discussed with your child’s coach.  Other things must be left to the discretion of the coach.

IF YOU HAVE A CONCERN TO DISCUSS WITH A COACH, THIS IS THE PROCEDURE YOU SHOULD

FOLLOW:

1.      Call to set up an appointment. Individuals who are upset must wait until 24 hours after a
game to bring up a complaint. This allows individuals time to think with a level head and take
the emotion out of the situation, this will result in a more effective and productive
conversation. This includes any and all complaints coming from players and/or parents.

2.      If the coach cannot be reached, call the Athletic Director.  He will set up a meeting for you.

3.      Please do not attempt to confront a coach before or after a contest or practice.  These can
be emotional times for both the parent and the coach. Meetings of this nature do not promote
resolution. Therefore, parents are not allowed on the coach/player side of the field during any
game.

WHAT CAN A PARENT DO IF THE MEETING WITH THE COACH DOES NOT PROVIDE A

SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION?

Call and set up an appointment with the Athletic Director to discuss the situation.

Boys Coach: Sammy Jalaff sammy.jalaff@ocps.net

Girls Coach: mollianne.dunn@ocps.net mollianne.dunn@ocps.net

Athletic Director: Brian Evans brian.evans@ocps.net

mailto:sammy.jalaff@ocps.net
mailto:mollianne.dunn@ocps.net
mailto:brian.evans@ocps.net
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Student Name: ____________________________________________Grade:____

Student Number: ____________________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent Name: _______________________________________________________

Parent Signature:_____________________________________________________

Parent Phone Number:________________________________________________

Parent Email:________________________________________________________

Please complete and return this page to your coach by Friday,
August 27, 2021


